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SUMMARY

The book addresses a wide range of issues related to the role of
regional organizations in the resolution of armed conflicts in various
regions of Africa. The main attention is paid to the role of the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which unites
the countries located in the Horn of Africa, in facilitating peace
processes aimed at resolving conflicts in this part of the world. The
book is intended for specialists, practitioners, and students in the
fields of conflict prevention and resolution, peacekeeping, and post-
conflict reconstruction, and for a wide range of readers.

Introduction (A.A. Tkachenko, PhD (Economics), Head of the
Centre for North African and African Horn Studies, Institute for
African Studies, RAS) provides a review of Africa's regional
organizations and highlights their growing importance as drivers of
political, social, and economic modernization of the continent.

Chapter 1 (S.V. Kostelyanets, PhD (Political Science), Senior
Research Fellow, Institute for African Studies, RAS) "IGAD: from
drought resilience initiatives to conflict resolution” discusses the
evolution of IGAD since its inception in 1986 as Intergovernmental
Authority on Drought and Development and until the modern times.

Chapter 2 (S.V. Mezentsev, PhD (Military Science), Senior
Research Fellow, Institute for African Studies, RAS) "The
peacekeeping potential of Africa's regional organizations" details the
history and structure of the African Standby Force (ASF), which is
expected to become the backbone of the peacekeeping capacity of
the African Union (AU). It is noted that the key Western actors — the
United States and the European Union - attempt to shape the
peacekeeping agenda of the AU through active involvement in the
formation of the ASF.

Chapter 3 (Abdalla Zakaria, PhD, Director of the International
Center for African Studies, Khartoum, Sudan) "IGAD's initiative to
de-escalate the internal conflict in Sudan and South Sudan™ focuses
on IGAD’s contribution to the settlement of armed conflicts in the
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republics of Sudan and South Sudan. Special attention is paid to the
root causes of the internal conflict (civil war) in South Sudan.

Chapter 4 (R.N. Ismagilova, DrSc (History), Principal Research
Fellow, Institute for African Studies, RAS) "The role of traditional
mechanisms of conflict resolution on the example of the Somali in
Ethiopia" deals specifically with the phenomenon of conflict
resolution mechanisms at clan and sub-clan levels in the historic
Ogaden region of Ethiopia. The chapter asserts that the failure of
peace talks between the Ethiopian government and the separatist
Ogaden National Liberation Front is also due to the neglect of the
traditional centuries-old conflict resolution mechanisms of the
Somali people.

Chapter 5 (T.V. Kochanova, Senior Research Fellow, Institute
for African Studies, RAS) "The impact of IGAD on the policies of
South Sudan, formation of the republic, and settlement of the
conflict" centers on the obstacles to the establishment of a
functioning state in South Sudan before and amid the current civil
war and on the role of IGAD in facilitating a peace settlement.

Chapter 6 (D.S. Pirozhkov, Russian Ministry of Defense) "The
role of IGAD in conflict resolution in South Sudan" provides a
review of the negotiation process under the auspices of IGAD that
has led to the end of the war between Sudan and South Sudan and,
eventually, to the secession of South Sudan. The chapter also studies
the contribution of IGAD members, particularly Ehtiopia, Kenya,
Uganda, and other global and regional actors (the United Nations, the
AU, Egypt, Rwanda, South Africa, etc.) to the ongoing peace process
in South Sudan.

Chapter 7 (S.A. Tishkov, PhD (Political Science), Deputy Dean
of Forensic Science Department, Lukyanov Orel Law Institute of the
Ministry of the Interior of Russia) "The challenges of the African
Union's participation in police peacekeeping in Darfur" investigates
the police component of the AU/UN Hybrid operation in Darfur
(UNAMID). The chapter maintains that the keys to increasing
effectiveness of the police operations in Africa include improving
personnel screening and training, as well as raising the profile of
police officers from African countries.
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Chapter 8 (M.A. Sapronova, DrSc (History), Professor of
Oriental Studies, Moscow State Institute of International Relations of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia) "The role of regional
organizations (GCC, LAS, AU) in the Libyan conflict: a comparative
analysis" outlines the history of the Libyan crisis in 2011-2012 and
examines the peace initiatives of the three involved regional
organizations - the Arab League, the African Union, and the Gulf
Cooperation Council. The conclusion is that these organizations
often worked at cross purposes in Libya and in fact failed to realize
their peacemaking potential.

Chapter 9 (T.L. Deich, DrSc (History), Leading Research
Fellow, Institute for African Studies, RAS) "China as a member of
the IGAD Plus and the problem of South Sudan™ draws attention to
the role of one of the leading global players on the African continent
— China — in attempts to resolve the armed conflict in South Sudan.
China's capital investment in South Sudan exceeds $12 billion,
making it the country's largest foreign investor. To formalize and
strengthen its role in resolving the crisis, in 2015 China joined the
IGAD Plus format.

Chapter 10 (Makpah Oyeinebiyeridei Joy, postgraduate student,
Peoples' Friendship University of Russia) "ECOWAS as a regional
bloc for political crisis resolution™ is devoted to the growing
assertiveness of the Economic Community of West African States.
The behavior of ECOWAS is studied in the context of the crisis
situations in Guinea Bissau and Gambia.

Chapter 11 (M.Yu. Tochigin, Senior Lecturer, Plekhanov
Russian University of Economics) "The role of the Southern African
Development Community in the settlement of the region's military
and political conflicts" starts off with reviewing the history of
SADC, its current status and structure. The main focus of the chapter
is placed on the conflict resolution initiatives and instruments of
SADC applied in the course of resolving the crisis in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Chapter 12 (E.A. Elkina, Research Fellow, Institute for African
Studies, RAS) "The Lake Chad Basin Commission in the face of
'non-traditional' and ‘traditional' threats" studies the case of an
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organization that had been created to oversee water and other natural
resource usage in the basin, but whose mandate was extended to
combat banditry and organized crime (1994) and then terrorism
(2012).

Chapter 13 (L.D. Oganisyan, postgraduate student, School of
World Politics, Lomonosov Moscow State University) "The peace
initiative of the African Union in Libya" discusses the AU's response
to the 2011 Libya conflict. The AU proposed a road map to resolve
the crisis, but failed to persuade the rebels and their international
supporters to follow it. The chapter examines the reasons for the
failure of the peace initiative.
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