
A ceremony commemorating the 100th anniversary of Patrice Lumumba's 
birth. 
On 2 July 2025,  the Director IAS (RAS), member of the RAS Presidium, 
Corresponding Member of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), and Professor I. O. 
Abramova took part in a ceremonial event dedicated to the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Patrice Émery Lumumba. 
Irina Abramova's speech was one of the central parts of the official programme. 
In her address, the Director IAS (RAS) emphasized the significance of Patrice 

Lumumba's historical legacy for the entire African continent, as well as the role of the scientific community in 
strengthening Russian-African cooperation. Read more. 

Director of the IAS RAS moderated a round table discussion at the 
Innoprom exhibition 
On 8 July 2025, a round table discussion on industrial cooperation between 
Russia and African countries was held in Yekaterinburg as part of the Innoprom 
international industrial exhibition. The discussion was moderated by the 
Director IAS (RAS), member of the RAS Presidium, Corresponding Member 
of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), and Professor I. O. Abramova 
The focus was on investment projects, the creation of joint ventures, 
infrastructure development and educational initiatives in the context of Russia's 

expanding cooperation with African countries. Read more.  

Participation of I. O. Abramova, Director of IAS RAS, in the Technoprom-
2025 forum. 
On 27 August 2025, the Director of IAS RAS, member of the RAS Presidium, 
corresponding member of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), Professor I. O. Abramova 
moderated the session ‘Russia – Sahel: Dialogue between Academies of 
Sciences,’ held as part of the XII International Forum ‘Technoprom-2025.’ The 
session was attended by Vice-President of the RAS S.M. Aldoshin, Chairman 

of the Siberian Branch of the RAS V.N. Parmon, other prominent representatives of the RAS, as well as the Academy 
of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus. The African side was represented at the session by the heads of the academies 
of sciences of Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso, as well as the ambassadors extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
three Sahel states. Read more.  

International Scientific Conference ‘Russia and Africa: Legacy of the Past, 
Opportunities of the Present, Prospects for the Future’ 
On 24 September 2025, the Director of IAS RAS, member of the RAS 
Presidium, corresponding member of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), Professor I. O. 
Abramova took part in the international scientific conference "Russia and 
Africa: Legacy of the Past, Opportunities of the Present, Prospects for the 
Future," dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the birth of the outstanding 
African political figure Patrice Lumumba. Irina Abramova delivered a report 
entitled ‘Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Lumumba,’ in which she 
emphasized the significance of the Congolese leader's ideas for contemporary 

African development and the strengthening of ties between Russia and the countries of the continent. Read more 
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Vladimir Shubin was awarded Zimbabwe's highest state award for foreign 
citizens. 
On 11 August 2025, President of the Republic of Zimbabwe Emmerson 
Mnangagwa presented the Royal Order of Munhumutapa, the highest state 
award for foreign citizens, to V.G. Shubin, Chief Research Fellow at the Centre 
for History and Cultural Anthropology, Doctor of Historical Sciences, 
Professor. This prestigious order is awarded for significant and long-standing 
contributions to the liberation struggle of the Zimbabwean people. It is worth 
noting that since its establishment in 2005, few people have been awarded this 
honor — the number of recipients has only recently exceeded ten. Read more  

 
Meeting between staff of the IAS RAS and a delegation from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
On 3 July 2025, the staff of the IAS RAS held a meeting with delegation from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), which included DRC Member of 
Parliament Leddy Yangotikala, head of the Congolese diaspora in Russia 
Patrick Boyanga, and representative of the news agency DRAFTV (Friendship 
Russia-Africa) Christian Munene. The talks were led by the Director IAS 
(RAS), member of the RAS Presidium, Corresponding Member of the RAS, 
Dr.SC. (Econ), and Professor I. O. Abramova, and took place in an atmosphere 

of mutual interest and a desire to strengthen Russian-Congolese cooperation. Read more  
 

Visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of 
Mozambique to the IAS RAS 
On 23 July 2025, Her Excellency Maria Manuela dos Santos Lucas, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Mozambique, gave a 
lecture at the IAS RAS on the topic: ‘50 Years of Mozambique's Independence 
and Cooperation with the Russian Federation.’ The event was part of the 
official programme of the Mozambican delegation's visit to Russia and was 
timed to coincide with significant dates — the 50th anniversary of the country's 
independence and the establishment of diplomatic relations between 

Mozambique and the Russian Federation. Read more  
 

Visit by a delegation from the Technical Centre for Petroleum of the 
Ministry of Energy and Petroleum of the Republic of Sudan 
On 6 August 2025, a delegation from the Oil and Technical Training Centre 
under the Ministry of Energy and Petroleum of the Republic of Sudan paid an 
official visit to the IAS RAS. The meeting was the first visit to the Institute by 
an African delegation representing the oil, gas and geological industries, and 
opened up new prospects for cooperation between Russia and Sudan in the 
fields of energy, science and education. Read more  
 
Visit by a delegation from the Russian Ministry of Education and Science 
to West African countries 
On 21-27 June 2025, a representative delegation from the Ministry of 
Education and Science of the Russian Federation visited scientific 
organizations in the Republic of Guinea and the Republic of Mali to discuss 
prospects for expanding scientific and educational cooperation. In addition to 
the capitals (Conakry and Bamako), the delegation members also visited the 
Guinean cities of Kindia and Dubreka. The scientific mission included 

representatives of seven organizations of the Russian Academy of Sciences, as well as representatives of the Ministry 
of Education and Science and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. The IAS RAS was represented on the trip 
by its chief research fellow, Ph.D Political Science, Prof. D.A. Degterev. Read more.  
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International Conference on Africa’s Blue Gold: Water Conflicts, Climate 
Resilience, and Transboundary Cooperation. 
On 24 September 2025, the Centre for Sociological and Political Studies 
(CSPS) of IAS RAS, in collaboration with the Free State University 
(Bloemfontein, South Africa) and the Niger Delta University (Wilberforce 
Island, Bayelsa State, Nigeria), held a trilateral international online scientific 
conference entitled ‘Africa's Blue Gold: Water Conflicts, Climate Resilience, 

and Transboundary Cooperation.’ 
The conference was attended by researchers from the IAS RAS, the Free State University, the University of the 
Niger Delta, Rivers State University of Science and Technology (Port Harcourt, Nigeria), and Delhi University 
(Delhi, India). Read more  

Lecture by Alexei Vasilyev, Honorary President of the RAS, at the Russian 
House in Cairo 
On 4 September 2025, the Russian House in Cairo hosted a lecture by A.M. 
Vasilyev, Honorary President of the IAS RAS, Academician of the RAS, Dr. 
Hist. Sciences, and Professor. The event brought together representatives of 
Egypt's scientific and cultural circles, journalists, and friends of Russia. 
The evening was opened by Vadim Zaychikov, director of Russian cultural 
centers in Egypt, who emphasized Vasilyev's high standing in academic circles 
and the significance of his works as fundamental sources on the history of 

Russian-Arab relations. The discussion was moderated by Sherif Gad, head of cultural programs at the Russian 
House in Cairo. Read more  

Delegation from the IAS RAS at the 13th All-Russian Congress of Councils 
of Young Scientists and Student Scientific Societies 
From 2 to 4 July 2025, the city of Ufa hosted the 13th All-Russian Congress of 
Councils of Young Scientists and Student Scientific Societies. A delegation 
from the IAS RAS took part in the event, including: 
A.K. Barinov, Ph.D. in Economics, Research Fellow at the Centre for Global 
and Strategic Studies, Chairman of the Council of Young Scientists of the IAS 
RAS; V.A. Sidorov, Ph.D. in Economics, Senior Research Fellow at the Centre 

for African Strategy in BRICS, Coordinator of the Council of Young Scientists of the IAS RAS. 
Employees of the IAS RAS took part in the sections "Youth Laboratories: From Project to Implementation‘ and 
’Opportunities for Young Scientists in BRICS." In their presentations, they shared their experience of establishing 
the Centre for African Strategy in BRICS, a youth laboratory operating at the IAS RAS, and talked about its current 
and planned activities. Read more  

African strategy in the spotlight at BRICS: Daria Zelenova's speech at the 
RIIA round table on the results of the 17th summit of the association 
On 8 July 2025, D.A. Zelenova, PhD in Political Science, Head of the Centre 
for African Strategy in BRICS, took part in a round table organized by the 
Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC) at the TASS press center. The 
event was devoted to discussing the results of the 17th BRICS summit, held in 
Rio de Janeiro under the slogan ‘Strengthening Global South Cooperation for 

More Inclusive and Sustainable Development.’ Read more 

Series of lectures by staff members of the IAS RAS at the IV Annual Festival of African Cultures at the 
Foreign Literature Library. Read more  
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Participation of employees of the IAS RAS in the XVI Congress of 
Anthropologists and Ethnologists of Russia 
On 2–6 July 2025, scientists from the IAS RAS took part in the 16th Congress 
of Anthropologists and Ethnologists of Russia, which was held in Perm. The 
event, held every two years, is the largest forum in the country for discussing 
the main trends and achievements in the field of social and cultural 
anthropology and ethnology. 
In 2025, the Congress was timed to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the 
Komi-Permyak District of the Perm Region, the first national district in the 
USSR. Read more  

Participation of M.S. Grishenkin and T.A. Andreeva in the discussion ‘The 
African Region in the BRICS Alliance: Goals and Prospects’ at the Foreign 
Affairs Institute 
On 15 July 2025, as part of the IV Annual Festival of African Cultures, a 
discussion entitled ‘The African Region in the BRICS Alliance: Goals and 
Prospects’ was held at the Foreign Literature Library. The event was attended 
by junior researchers from the Centre for African Strategy in BRICS at the IAS 
RAS, M.S. Grishenkin and T.A. Andreeva. The researchers presented an 
analysis of the results of the BRICS summit held in Rio de Janeiro, with an 
emphasis on its significance for African member countries. Particular attention 

was paid to issues of further expansion of the association, ensuring food security and sovereignty on the continent, 
as well as diversification of South-South partnerships. Read more  

III Russian-African Conference of the Valdai International Discussion 
Club 
On 28 July 2025, the Third Russian-African Conference was held in Pretoria 
(South Africa) conference on the topic: "Realpolitik in a Divided World: 
Rethinking Relations between Russia and South Africa in the Global and 
African Context," organized by the Valdai International Discussion Club in 
partnership with the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA). 
The conference was attended by more than 60 experts from Egypt, Zimbabwe, 

Côte d'Ivoire, Russia, Tanzania and South Africa, including staff from the IAS RAS. Read more 

Daria Zelenova: South Africa may reorient its exports towards BRICS 
countries 
South Africa is one of the most dynamically developing countries on the 
African continent, as well as one of the founding members of BRICS. The 
political changes taking place there are constantly in the foreign press.  
On 15 August 2025, the TASS Analytical Centre asked the head of the Centre 
for African Strategy in BRICS, D.A. Zelenov, PhD in Political Science, to 

comment on these events. Read more  
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Andrey Fedorov: Africa could become one of the leaders of the global economy 
Africa has recently been called ‘the next frontier of global capitalism.’ While the economies of many Western 
countries are experiencing difficult times, the Black Continent can boast significant economic growth rates of up to 
6%. "From a business perspective, now is the right time to get involved in Africa," according to many international 
players, as evidenced by the growth of their investments on the continent. Read more  
 

M.S. Grishenkin's participation in the Fourth BRICS Summer School 
M.S. Grishenkin, Research Fellow at the Centre for African Strategy in BRICS, 
took part in the Fourth BRICS Summer School, held from 1 to 3 September in 
Johannesburg (South Africa). Read more  
 
 
 
 

 
Alexander Tkachenko: Russia's trade and economic relations with countries on the African continent. 
Recently, Russian media outlets have shown a marked increase in interest in the state and prospects of development 
of trade and economic ties between African countries and the Russian Federation. Print and electronic media outlets 
have been turning to scholars specializing in Oriental studies, Arab studies and African studies, asking them to 
comment on various aspects of Russian-African business cooperation. 
On 4 September 2025, A.A. Tkachenko, Head of the Centre for North African and African Horn, PhD in Economics, 
provided an extended commentary. Read more  
 
Report by Alexander Neklessa, ‘World Tectonics and Its Experimental Architecture: The Transborder North 
and the Global South’ 
On 24 September 2025, in his report, A.I. Neklessa emphasized that in the modern world, in various areas, significant 
qualitative and quantitative changes are taking place. The political coordinates of the world order have been set in 
motion, sociocultural platforms are shifting, and the parameters of economic practice, demographic dimensions, and 
the ethnic, racial, and religious balance of the Earth's inhabitants are changing. This state of affairs can be 
characterized as a civilizational transition. The models that divide the world into West and East, rich North and poor 
South, the ‘golden billion’ and the ‘third world’ are being transformed into a new system. One of the current 
hypotheses about the emerging world order on the planet is the formation of asymmetrical ensembles: the Global 
North and the Global South. Read more  
 
International Scientific Conference ‘Interaction between the State, Business and Society in the Context of 
Various Development Policy Models’ 
On 26–27 September 2025, a conference was held with the participation of the Russian Association of Political 
Science and the Russian Society of Political Scientists. 
From the IAS RAS, the head of the section "Global Challenges and the International Dimension of Development 
Policy, ‘T.R. Khairullin, Ph.D. in Political Science, gave a presentation followed by a report on ’Russia and Key 
Countries in the Persian Gulf: Prospects for Cooperation." Read more  
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Boris Gorelik's participation in the international conference ‘Tolstoy, 
Gandhi and South Africa: Sowing the Seeds of Liberation’ 
On 25 September 2025, an international academic conference entitled ‘Tolstoy, 
Gandhi and South Africa: Sowing the Seeds of Liberation’ was held in Pretoria 
(South Africa). It was devoted to studying the influence of Leo Tolstoy and 
Mahatma Gandhi on liberation movements in Africa. 
The event was timed to coincide with the birthdays of Leo Tolstoy (9 
September) and Mohandas Gandhi (2 October). The conference was organized 

by the IAS RAS, the Russian Embassy in South Africa and the High Commission of India in South Africa. The host 
was the University of South Africa. Read more  

Denis Degtyarev: Prospects for the development of Russian-African relations. International Discussion Club 
‘Valdai’, 
Experts and media outlets critical of the Russian Federation continue to broadcast narratives that bilateral Russian-
African relations are largely a thing of the past; that other ‘development partners’ contribute more; that the main 
export product is the AK-47; that there are no new humanitarian cooperation projects aimed at young people... All 
of this is completely untrue. It is time to change the rhetoric, believes D.A. Degtyarev, chief researcher at the Centre 
for the Study of Transition Economies, Doctor of Political Science, PhD in Economics. On 28 July, the third Russian-
African conference of the Valdai International Discussion Club was held in Pretoria, the results of which allow us 
to draw several conclusions about the prospects for Russian-African relations, mutual expectations and the 
perception of these relations by researchers from Russia and Africa. Read more  

Publications of the Institute for African Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences: 

Africa in the contemporary structure of international relations: towards the tenth 
anniversary of the Agenda 2063. Collective monograph  
Edited by S.N. Volkov, A.M. Zhambikov. Moscow: IAS RAS, 2025. – 196 p. ISBN 978-5-
91298-315-3  
This collective monograph is devoted to summarizing the mixed results of the implementation 
of the first ten-year plan, Agenda 2063, a key long-term planning document of the African 
Union. 

Sugakov G.K. The Economy of the World Ocean: Promising Areas for Russian-African 
Cooperation. 
Editor-in-chief: I.O. Abramova, member of the Presidium of the RAS, corresponding member 
of the RAS, Dr.SC. (Econ), Professor, Director of the IAS RAS  
Moscow: IAS RAS, 2025. – 184 p. ISBN 978-5-91298-316-0 
At the current stage of development of international economic relations, the role of the world's 
oceans is growing. The rational use of these resources will contribute to the economic 
development of the countries of the Global South and Russia, becoming one of the most 

important areas of Russian-African cooperation. 
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