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SUMMARY 

Already in the er.a. of King Ezana of Axum (4th century AD) 
there emerged a traditiOn the essence of which was to unite more 
or less independent rulers, noble families and feudal lords under 
the ~uthority of an emperor, a so-called Negusa Nagast or <<King 
of ~mgs>>. Another characteristic of Ethiopia's domestic policy 
~~tll the 1974 feu~al revolution was the strengthening of the po­
lttical and economic role of the church within the state. 

The in~erdepende~ce of church and state played both positive 
and negative role. Th1s role was negative when the interdepen­
dence became a factor hindering economic, political and social 
developmen:. I~ bec.am_e positive when it facilitated Ethiopia's 
c.ultu:al policy m bnngmg together ethnically very different na­
tions m order to build Ethiopian national unity. 

. On Ethiopia's south-eastern borders there were forming very 
different state entities- Muslim sultanates. The conflicts between 
the Chri~tian sta.te and its Muslim neighbors were an important 
element m the history of Ethiopia. They led to long and bloody 
wars. The Ethiopians were close to the culture of the Mediter­
ranean countries, while the sultanates were oriented towards Is­
lamized countries of Asia and Africa . 

. With th.e aim of perpetuating their rule and demonstrating 
the1r devotiOn to God, emperors and rulers of different epochs 
constructed temples, churches and monasteries established a 
huge library of rare manuscripts in Ge'ez, an an~ient Ethiopian 

222 

language. In the field of education they sought to eliminate the 
universal illiteracy, and for this effort Ethiopia was awarded an 
honorary medal by UNESCO in 1980. 

The interdependence of church and state had waned by 1974. 
There took place a change of the social system in favor of a social­
ist orientation. However, the anti-feudal revolution, although it 
was one of the most radical in Africa, could not resolve any na­
tional or social problems of Ethiopia. This period ended in 1991, 
when the new leader of Ethiopia, Meles Zenawi, proclaimed the 
introduction of democratic principles in the system of power. 
During the rule of Meles Zenawi, just from 2003 to 2014 more 
colleges and universities were built and reconstructed across the 
country than over the entire history of Ethiopia. Unfortunately, 
the premature death of this energetic president interrupted his 
vibrant cultural policy. 

This work is devoted to the development of Ethiopia's cul­
tural policy since the era of King Ezana of Axum (4th century AD) 
and until the modern time and consists of 18 essays. The cultural 
policy of Ethiopia is inextricably linked to the development of its 
national policy, which in turn depends on the historical and socio­
economic situation in the country. 

Most photographies are made by the author herself and by 
S. V. Balashov. 
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